
 
 

 

 

POLICE BAN ON COLSTON FOUR PROTEST  

 

The Chief Constable of Avon and Somerset Constabulary has admitted that his policy of 

banning all in-person protest during the January lockdown was unlawful and that the arrest of 

four anti-racist protestors pursuant to that policy was therefore also unlawful. The Chief 

Constable has apologised to the protestors and offered compensation.   

 

Bristol residents Paula Richardson (61), Ros Martin (60), Taus Larsen (43) and Rowland Dye 

(68) attended individually outside of Bristol Magistrates’ Court on 25 January 2021 to show 

their support for the ‘Colston Four’, the four defendants charged with criminal damage to the 

statue of slave trader Edward Colston.  They wore masks and practised social distancing.  

 

Despite the peaceful and safe nature of their individual protests, which included Ms Martin 

and Ms Richardson writing messages of solidarity on the pavement in water soluble chalk, Mr 

Larsen playing music and Mr Dye holding a placard highlighting Bristol’s role in the slave 

trade, they were all arrested, detained and issued with Fixed Penalty Notices. This arose 

because the arresting officers had been briefed by the Chief Constable that the Coronavirus 

Regulations in force at that time banned all forms of in-person protest. 

 

Under threat of judicial review, the Chief Constable now accepts that this was an erroneous 

interpretation of the Regulations applicable at that time and that a total ban on protest 

breached Articles 10 and 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights. The correct 

approach would have been to consider whether the individual protest was safe to proceed in 

its particular circumstances.  

 

Tony Murphy of Bhatt Murphy acted for Paula Richardson and Rosalind Martin, together with 

the charity SARI (Stand Against Racism and Inequality). 

 

Ros Martin said: “In the week that justice has been served for George Floyd, it is vital that 

the right to peaceful protest in support of the Colston 4 has prevailed. It is fundamental to our 

democracy. The locking up of peaceful protestors should never happen”  

 

Paula Richardson said: “Peaceful protest must never be silenced by the Government or the 

Police at any time. It is essential part of what it means to be a caring, conscious citizen.” 



 
 

 

 

Taus Larsen said: “The whole thing was ridiculous. I wasn’t posing any risk to the public, but 

the police put me in a position which increased the risk to me and to the officers dealing with 

me.” 

 

Rowland Dye said: “Like a lot of Bristolians I think that statue should have come down a long 

time ago and I wanted the Colston Four to see there were people supporting them when they 

arrived at court.” 

 

Alex Raikes, Director of SARI said: “It is welcome that the Chief Constable has apologised 

and that justice has been done for our clients. SARI supports peaceful, safe protest as it has 

been a key aspect throughout history for upholding and protecting human rights.” 

 

Tony Murphy of Bhatt Murphy: “The Chief Constable’s acceptance that an outright ban on 

protest will never be lawful, including during a pandemic, is important. My clients regard 

chalking messages of solidarity on the pavement as a peaceful, safe and lawful form of in-

person protest.”   

 

 

ENDS 

 
Notes to Editors 
 

 Any requests for interviews with Ms Martin or Ms Richardson should be emailed to 

t.murphy@bhattmurphy.co.uk   

 Any requests for interviews with Mr  Larsen or Mr Dye should be emailed to 

gus.silverman@irwinmitchell.com   

 At the time of our clients' protest on 25 January 2021, the applicable regulations were the 

Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (All Tiers) (England) Regulations 2020. On 

29 March 2021 the law changed with the introduction of the Health Protection 

(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Steps) (England) Regulations 2021, which remain in force 

 


